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Introduction 
1. Opening illustration: Recognizing and responding to the gravity of the 

moment. Have you ever experienced something you knew in the moment 
it happened would change your life forever? [News of first pregnancy] 

2. Transition: Whether tragic or joyous, our lives are marked by these 
kinds of moments. These moments don’t just ‘happen’ to us, they force 
us to consider their weight and respond in a way that acknowledges, 
in a very real way, our lives will never be the same again. 

a. Some 2,000 years ago, on a Galilean lakeshore, four 
average, blue-collar fishermen experienced something that 
would radically change their lives – and the world as a result 
– forever: the call of Jesus Christ.  
 

3. Proposition: Since Christ calls ordinary people to take part in God’s 
extraordinary kingdom, we are free to leave our lives to follow Jesus. 

 
Body 

1. Christ Calls Ordinary People 
a. Jesus is not on a solo mission 

i. God is not on a solo mission (i.e. the Trinity!) 
ii. God has a habit of involving ordinary people in the 

fulfillment of his extraordinary mission 
1. Abraham, the pagan:  

1“Now the LORD said to Abram, ‘Go from your country 
and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I 
will show you’… 4So Abram went as the Lord had told 
him.” 

2. Moses, the inarticulate (Ex. 3:10-12) 
3. David, the runt (1 Sam. 16:7,12) 
4. Elisha, the plowman (1 Kings 19:19-21) 
5. Isaiah, the man of unclean lips (Isa. 6:1-13) 

8“And I heard a voice of the LORD saying, ‘Who will go 
for us?’ Then I said, ‘Here I am! Send me.’ 9And he said, 
‘Go…’” 

6. Jeremiah, the youth (Jer. 1:4-8) 
5“’I appointed you to be a prophet’…6’I am only a 
youth’…7But the LORD said to me, ‘Do not say, “I am only 
a youth”; for to all to whom I send you, you shall go, and 
whatever I command you, you shall speak.’” 
 

b. Jesus calls four fishermen 

i. Takes the initiative 
1. Jesus “sees” them: Jesus takes notice of 

ordinary folks doing ordinary things!  
2. In rabbinic tradition, disciples would seek out 

their teachers, not the other way around 
ii. Selects fishermen1 

1. Blue-collar business owners 
2. Not formally educated, but not stupid 
3. Unremarkable people in an ordinary setting 
4. THESE are the people God chooses 

a. Remarkable in ANE context 
b. Today, ordinary people are 

important; back then ordinary 
people were expendable 

c. Back then, you had to “reach up” to 
get up; here, Jesus “reaches down” 

5. Being ordinary is OK; you’re not 
exceptional 

a. The gospel is not about 
acknowledging how extraordinary 
you are. You’re average! The gospel 
is about transforming ordinary, sinful 
people into vessels that display an 
extraordinary God! 

b. God wants to use you to do 
extraordinary things – not to 
highlight your worth, but to highlight 
GOD’S WORTH 
 

iii. Calls them to “follow me” 
1. He does not invite them to consider 
2. His call is decisive and almost presumptive 

(Jesus’ authority). His call is ultimately 
effective (Jesus’ power). God’s call, like 
Jesus’ call, is not one that forces someone to 
act against their will. No, Jesus’ call is 

                                                      
1 An early Christian critic called the apostles, “tax collectors and 

sailors of the most disreputable kind.” Origen went on explain that God’s 

power is best manifested among those of lowest standing and little skill. 

“For faith… would have come through the wisdom of men and not the 

power of God” (Against Celsus, LXII). 



 1 

innately compelling such that one can’t not 
respond positively to it. 

3. If you’re struggling because you’ve heard all 
this before, knowing that this is right thing, 
but not completely convinced that leaving the 
“nets” of your life is the best thing, it’s 
possible you haven’t actually heard Jesus’ 
call. [New dad illustration] 

4. How do we know they found Jesus’ call 
compelling? They respond willingly! 

c. The fisherman respond 
i. They leave their… 

1.  Livelihood (“nets,” “boat”). Though they 
were not high on the social ladder, they 
were far from poor. This was a significant 
sacrifice. 

2. They leave their father (Matt. 10:34-39) 
3. YET, their sacrifice is not loss (Matt. 19:29) 

ii. They leave “immediately” 
1. No list of pros and cons was made 
2. No hesitation; they heard his call and acted 

decisively 
 

d. Have you heard the call? 
i. Jesus’ call today is not identical in form to the call he 

made to the first disciples. We’re not asked to follow 
the incarnate Christ for three years as his Apostles. 
Most of us will not dedicate our lives to itinerate 
preaching, healing the sick, casting out demons, and 
planting churches, like the first disciples.  

ii. Jesus’ call today is identical in substance, however.  
1. Jesus’ call is a call to discipleship 
2. Jesus’ call is irresistibly compelling 
3. Jesus’ call is life-changing 
4. Jesus’ call is costly 

 
e. Jesus’ call doesn’t just take us out of our boats, it brings us 

into the Kingdom of heaven and equips us to take part in the 
extraordinary. 

 
2. Taking Part in God’s Extraordinary Kingdom 

a. From fishermen to “fishers of men” 
i. When these four men do respond, they are changed. 

ii. Fishermen are made into “fishers of men” 
1. They wouldn’t just be passive learners behind 

some Rabbi, they would be active doers and 
sharers in the work of ministry with The Rabbi 
of the Universe! 

2. Fishers of men: “A metaphor for the time of 
decision… [they] will have a role in bringing 
people to that decision.”2 

a. Parallel to seeking out the “lost 
sheep of Israel” (10:6) 

b. Judgment/salvation distinction 
(13:47-50) 

3. You too, if you are a disciple of Jesus, have 
a role to play in brining people to a moment 
of decision. It’s not identical to Peter, 
Andrew, James, and John but we all have a 
role to play per Matthew 28:19: “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all 
nations…” [Plug for outreach vision] 
 

b. Glimpsing the extraordinary through Jesus’ teaching, 
preaching and healing [Read 23-25] 

i. Heaven is breaking in: the curse is being reversed 
ii. Who is this guy, anyway? 
iii. “Great crowds followed him” but few stuck around. 

1. Is Jesus useful for you or excellent to you? Is 
he a way to get what you want or is he the 
only thing you know you need? 

2. Only if you find Jesus excellent will his call 
be compelling in the way that it was for the 
four fishermen. 

 
Christ calls ordinary people to take part in God’s extraordinary kingdom; 
therefore… 
 
Invitation: Leave Your Life to Follow Jesus 

1. Be content with your ordinary-ness; Jesus “sees” you where you are 
and he’s calling you where you are 

2. Hear Christ’s call; it’s irresistibly compelling 

                                                      
2 R.T. France, The Gospel of Matthew, NICNT, (Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 2007), 147.  
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3. Leave your life: lay down whatever is getting in the way of true 
obedience 

 
The lakeshore wasn’t the only place Jesus invited ordinary people to join 
him… On the night he was betrayed, Jesus invited his disciples to share a 
meal with that symbolized both their unity and the work that God was going 
to accomplish through the crucifixion of his son.  
 
The only way that sinful people can participate in God’s holy kingdom is if 
God’s holy son would take on that people’s sin. 
 
The good news is that God has done it! So it is fitting that we celebrate this 
table today through communion.  
 
 


